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DO YOUR OWN THING: 
CREATIVE PROJECT 

PLANNING
Carla Costa
Director, Arts & Communication Program



WHAT DO YOU NEED?

TIME DOING SOMETHING TACTILE

SPACE FOR SELF CARE

WORK TO ENHANCE YOUR PORTFOLIO

ALL OF THE ABOVE



METHODS SUBJECTS

PEOPLE

walking

watching TV

photography

water colors

design

knitting

reading stories

trees

pandemic

geometry

memory

AF Klimt

dreams

climate change

family

scientists

bestie

other artists

open mic

therapist

writing group



STRUCTURE

Grounding—notebooks, calendars, reminders

Fuel—support, inspiration, education

Space—to feel liberated 



RESOURCES

WHAT I HAVE
...supplies

...ideas

...the right space

...project mgmt skills

...collaborators

...related class project

...prompts/exercises

WHAT I NEED
...supplies

...ideas

...the right space

...project mgmt skills

...collaborators

...related class project

...prompts/exercises



AVAILABLE TO EVERYONE

● Carla and the Loeb <3

● Makerspaces on campus

● IT/Media Services

● Research & Instruction Librarians

● LinkedIn Learning + Other Free Online Learning Resources

● Registered Student Organizations—creation & collaboration

● AAS funding

https://amherst.joinhandshake.com/
https://www.amherst.edu/academiclife/experiential-learning/makerspaces
https://www.amherst.edu/academiclife/experiential-learning/makerspaces/center-for-creative-technology
https://www.amherst.edu/library/about/staff/by-department/research-instruction
https://www.amherst.edu/offices/it/services/training/linkedin-learning
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IpaMLpAei0nWY395NDsrdiBWLmpHTuRT3ql56kdbpHQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://thehub.amherst.edu/
https://www.amherst.edu/campuslife/aas/budgetary/fundingprocess/funding-eligibility


BITE-SIZED PIECES

write dialogue...for at 

least 10 minutes every 

day

send a draft to 

Carla for some 

feedback

research 2 or 3 

zine folding 

methods

instead of writing, 

sketch a 

storyboard w/ 

rough notes

set creative time 

blocks on my 

calendar

spend a full day 

tinkering with 

Premiere

TIME



SHARE GOALS / GET INFO

ASK OTHERS ABOUT THEIR APPROACH

SHARE WHAT YOU’RE WORKING ON

LEARN ABOUT THE PROCESS OF OTHER CREATIVES



GET IN TOUCH

CCOSTA@AMHERST.EDU 

amherst.edu/campuslife/careers      amherst.joinhandshake.com @amherstloeb      

http://amherst.edu/campuslife/careers
http://amherst.joinhandshake.com

