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September 5, 2022

Ms. Meredith Martin, Recruiter
McKinsey & Company
100 McKinsey Way
Chapel Hill, NC 10094

Dear Ms. Martin:

In my conversations with Swarthmore alumna and McKinsey BA Susan Smith, I was excited to learn more
about the opportunities at McKinsey and confirm my interest in the BA role. I am currently an Honors Major at
Swarthmore College, concentrating in English Literature with a minor in Art History.

I am extremely interested in pursuing a career at McKinsey. I strongly value the defining principles of
McKinsey’s collegial atmosphere and would thrive with colleagues who continually challenge me to succeed
and achieve to my highest potential. Particularly attractive to me is the prospect of being able to meet and work
with different clients and people from around the world through a shared experience. McKinsey’s dedication to
working directly with their clients for lasting and effective change is singularly conducive to my personal and
professional growth. I am certain that I would be an invaluable and eager contributor to this initiative.

My coursework at Swarthmore has prepared me to write clearly using argumentation techniques to persuade
and demonstrating analytical reasoning to draw conclusions. Being a part of the Honors program at
Swarthmore, I participate in small group seminars in which I must rapidly gain an in-depth understanding of
complex and varied subject matter, analyze and synthesize the information, and then defend my position to my
colleagues. The Honors experience has left me confident in my skill to question convention and assumption as
well as accept and implement constructive criticism from my professors and peers.

I believe that my Swarthmore experience has prepared me for the demands of a challenging environment. I
have balanced a rigorous, full-time workload while serving as Captain of two varsity sports. As a
student-athlete at Swarthmore, I have become accustomed to working under pressure and multi-tasking, while
honing my interpersonal and communication skills. I enjoy being part of a team and am capable of functioning
as both a contributing member, as well as an effective leader.

I am enthusiastic about bringing my energy and abilities to McKinsey. Thank you for your consideration and I
look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Elise Ashton
Elise Ashton ‘23
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