
MOLLY: Hi everyone and welcome back to all careers considered the Walter center podcast. I'm 
your host, Molly McCurdy. And today I'm here with Eric Lynn Guskey and I, you alum who 
graduated in 2018 with a degree in math. And now is a data scientist in Chicago and today 
we're going to talk about his experience as an undergrad at IU and how his passions and 
experiences really inspired his career path thus far. So thanks for being here, Eric.  
 
ERIC: Yeah, thanks for having me.  
 
M: So I'd love to start just by hearing a little bit more about you, maybe where you're from 
originally and kind of what led you to decide on a career in data science? 
 
E: Yeah, I'm from caramel on the Northside of Indianapolis and I think one of the things that led 
me to decide to, I wouldn't necessarily say like a career in data science cause like data science 
is a very broad, vague thing that doesn't necessarily have a specific meaning. But I think one of 
the reasons that I was driven in that direction was that kind of, as I saw how the world was 
unfolding and how government especially was, was acting, I noticed that there was often a big 
disconnect between how people in government talked about what the government was doing 
when they had all the data and people outside of the government were kind of unable to, so to 
really fully speak to what was happening and to everything that was going on because they, 
they didn't necessarily have a great understanding or inability to pull together all of the 
information around what was happening. 
 
M: Gotcha. That makes sense. So tell me a little bit more about your time at IU.  I saw on 
LinkedIn, you were super involved as a student, you know, had multiple internships and 
leadership roles. So I'd love to hear a little bit more, especially since you graduated a couple of 
years ago, and it's probably fresh in your mind a little bit more about those experiences and how 
those kind of help lead you in that direction as well. 
 
E: Yeah, I think my time at IU was a very fruitful one. And I would, I guess I would qualify it by 
saying that like I don't, obviously what I did is the best for everyone and especially if you have 
to,I was lucky in the sense that I had two, I had two on campus jobs that paid me a good rate as 
a tutor for math classes and stuff like that. So I was able to do a lot of extracurriculars and that's 
not an opportunity that everyone has. And I would say that my time that IU really the, the main 
thing that I did that I'm still proud of today is ran, it's not called ISA anymore, but student 
government elections for three years  and I think that that experience really brought me into 
contact with a lot of people that were not necessarily interested in going into government, but 
kind of like how government, at least in some form a functions at IU and the importance of being 
involved and also kind of as running the election I could see firsthand that like 15, 10, 5% of 
students vote on even though we send everyone three or four emails and like we spent a lot of 
time trying to think about how to engage more people at the process, but like, ultimately it's an 
abstract thing that doesn't tangibly affect very many people, so it's hard to engage people. And I 
think that's something that I've seen as well with the actual government. 
 



M: So, yeah, I'd be curious to hear if that experience did you ever consider maybe your own 
career and specifically politics or government or anything like that? Was that ever anything that 
crossed your mind? 
 
E: Yeah, I mean, I think the, it did of course,I mean, not to be too political, but I mean, as we all 
know, Indiana is a very Republican state, so there's not a great deal of opportunity. And working 
in government or anything like that, especially like, if you, if you want to be like using data to 
reform government or to improve government, not saying that that's a political idea, but I think, 
yeah, you see it implemented much more often than large cities, which have a really pressing 
needs versus kind of in, I don't know in Indiana. So I think that, like, that was one thing that was 
always in my mind and that's one of the reasons I moved to Chicago.  
 
M: Yeah. That's perfect. Cause that actually leads me to my next question, which was, I liked to 
hear more about kind of your decision to go to grad school. And was that something you always 
thought you were going to do and then kind of the two part of that question is what made you 
choose Chicago as the place that you were gonna move and pursue your graduate degree and 
get those new experiences? 
 
E: Yeah, no, that's a great question. I think like, one of the, I wouldn't say a mistake, but one of 
the things at IU that I did was I actually started out as a physics major. Then I switched to 
physics and math, and then I switched, and then I was just a math major and then I started like 
my senior year and basically I only took public policy economics, kind of political science 
classes but that wasn't my major. Uh, so kind of with that, the slow journey where I kind of 
slowly pivoted a little too slow to  what I was actually interested in, kind of apply a data and 
government and I dunno, like public policy that was really the driver for why I went to grad 
school. I really feel like that if I knew what I wanted to do I could have just, I think I could have 
just like majored in the correct thing at IU and going to grad school wouldn’t have been 
necessary, but kind of with that in mind I knew that after I finished up my, as I was finishing my 
senior year, that I really wanted to like work in data science government, butI didn’t know or I 
didn't have any real computer science skills or, I had some public policy experience, but, but not 
a great deal. So that was kind of, that was the reason that I went to grad school. And it's a 
program that I went to at the university of Chicago is a joint computer science public policy 
program. 
 
M: So. Okay. Gotcha. So, yeah, it sounds like math and physics was kind of your main interest 
area when you got to college and then kind of realized where your passions were and how you 
wanted to apply that to make a difference. But I think that makes a lot of sense. So how do you 
like living in Chicago? What does that like, kind of as a young professional, especially in your 
field, it sounds like you've had a lot of interesting experiences, like research projects, 
internships, so what has that been like? 
 
E: Yeah I think the, I mean, this is what, one of the things that like I started doing at IU, which, 
was like right after I graduated, I actually stayed in Bloomington for a few more months working 



for the office of the bicentennial, where I produced a history paper, which actually president 
McRobbie just issued a statement kind of on all of that yesterday. And I think that, like that kind 
of experience of really diving into things and doing a lot of research was, was kind of something 
that I was able to do at Bloomington. And I think that really was, that's kind of the most 
prominent skill that has helped me in my career and in Chicago where like, if I, \ I can really kind 
of offer tangible research projects that I've done and present that whether it's a portfolio or 
something else.And I think that doing that and being able to do that in Chicago, more there's so 
many different areas of government and everything that if you pick one thing and really focus on 
that, you could be, not like an expert on it, but you can have something unique to say something 
new to say and I think that's something that I really appreciate about Chicago because there's 
so many levels of government, there's like the cook County commissioners, I've done a lot of 
stuff with property taxes, I studied a lot about the cook County assessor,  which isn't an office 
that probably most people would spend a lot of time thinking about, but it's also a place where 
you can, you can really add something, especially as an undergrad, without any like really 
strong subject or experience you can add something to that, the conversation about that, 
because people just aren't really focused on it. 
 
M: Absolutely. That makes a lot of sense. So what would you say has been the most 
challenging aspect of, it could be, you know, just anything postgraduate, so maybe just being a 
grad student, or maybe, working with the people of Chicago or one of your projects that you've 
been given, what's been something that's been kind of a challenge for you and how have you 
over come that challenge? 
 
E: Yeah. I mean, I think, I'm sure that current students would speak to this as well as, as I just 
graduated a few years ago really the biggest challenge that I, I think that I've seen is that there's 
that never really going to be a situation where you like pick one thing, get a job and work in it for 
10 years. So like, if you look at my resume, I'm bouncing around between all of these different 
organizations and these different topics, even. And I just think that's like, that's kind of what 
everyone everyone's doing now and I think that like when you're an undergrad and your major, 
and one thing, you kind of think like, Oh, this one thing is going to be what I go and work in and 
I'll do something like the classes I take but really like, you might have to pivot every year or 
every two years or something like that. And I think that's been the most challenging, I think 
because something will come across my plate and it'll be like hey, uh, we need an analysis of 
how redistricting is going to happen in 2022 for the city of Chicago for, a majority of Latino areas 
or something like that will just come up like someone will ask me to do that and I'll have to pivot 
to that, even though I've never looked at that before. And I think that, like that, that is really 
challenging because you want to do your best and you kind of want to produce something 
professional. But at the same hand, like a lot of times, at least starting out, someone's going to 
ask you to do something you've never done before and you just kind of have to, you just have to 
do it and hope that it’s decent enough. 
 
M: Yeah. I'm so glad you mentioned that. Cause we, you know, we tell our students, especially 
in the college of arts and sciences, you can do anything with your degree, but that can get kind 



of overwhelming. So I think, you know, you said you, you did switch majors a few times and 
you've had some various internships, but it sounds like that has prepared you so much to take 
on those challenges that you're given at work or, you know, try something new that you've never 
tried before and I think you're right that, young professionals should definitely just keep that in 
mind as they're just kind of bouncing around, and getting new experiences. So I'm glad you 
mentioned that. So it sounds like you're really on an awesome track and really making moves in 
your career. I'm curious to hear what your goals are for the future. If there's anything coming up 
that you are looking towards, or you know, a goal that you have for your career. 
 
E: Yeah. I think that as much as one can have a goal, I guess in the, in the present moment with 
the pandemic and mass unemployment and everything, that really I think my goal is to, 
eventually end up in government a data science type role,  like substantially improving some 
process that meaningfully impacts people's lives. And I spent a lot of time looking at property 
taxes. So it might be, it'll probably be a property assessment, but it could be something else. 
And I think that  yeah, really the point of that goal is that like, I think that as younger people, we 
have skills that most people in government don't because most of them are 50, 60, 70, orr 
something like that. And I think that like, kind of believing that I can make a difference and 
helping to implement that in some way is really my goal. And we'll see whichever way, 
whichever way that goal takes me. That's probably where I'll end up. So.  
 
M: Yeah, that's awesome. So I guess just to kind of wrap up, it sounds like you, you know, had 
some awesome experiences and I'd be curious to hear if you have any advice for students who 
might be kind of trying to navigate all of these different skills and interests, maybe similarly to 
how you did. And you know, we're also in a pandemic right now, which adds another layer of 
craziness, but do you have any advice for students of just how to kind of navigate those career 
steps, especially right after you graduate. 
 
E: Yeah. I mean, I would really say that, like, you're not going to, I mean, certainly you'll see 
some of your peers will find a job very quickly and it'll be something, especially like, if you think 
about people in the business school, like in the recruiting process there, like as a math major, 
like, I'm pretty sure that most math majors aren't doing what exactly what I'm doing and that's 
totally fine, but like you, you just kind of in the college, I think it's a little more broad where you 
can end up and I think that that breath comes with a lot of roadblocks on the way there trying to 
turn and figure out exactly what you want. So I think that not being, expecting to find some 
roadblocks and not finding that to be like a personal failure is something that I would emphasize. 
You're not gonna find exactly what you want the first time, unless you're really lucky. Beyond 
that, I would say practically from like the data science side, really one of the things that I think 
I've, that I've done and, and found to be beneficial for me is to pick one thing and try to like really 
produce something that's interesting and unique and preferably like online and kind of package 
that together. And then not necessarily like directly intentionally like workshop to senior people 
that are interested in it or like that work where you're trying to work, but like, think about it like 
that, like you have this, this great talking point now you could, you could even have a 
conversation, like, actually I've done this. Like I've, I've had conversations with people in 



criminal justice about a report I did on it. And I was really like, how can I improve this? I'm trying 
to get this outcome to happen, I'm going to write a memo to the police department, do you have 
any thoughts on this? I'm like, well that's kind of out there a little bit, but like, I think that's, yeah, 
a very unique way to network with people and to connect with people. And especially if you're 
interested in making a difference you don't need to wait until you get a job. I mean, if you have 
the luxury of having free time and the ability to work with it, data science is very egalitarian.You 
put anything on the internet and you're really on the same platform as anyone else. So I think 
that's an opportunity specifically for people that are interested in like public interest data work 
that you just, just pick something, whether it's your hometown, a place like caramel Indiana 
police department does a lot of racial profiling of traffic stops. Like if that's something that you're 
interested in, you could produce analysis on that, the mayor will probably talk to you cause it's 
still a relatively small town and like that's something that you can share and expand upon. 
 
M: Awesome. I think that's great advice. So thanks for sharing Eric. If students have any 
questions or maybe want to connect with you, would it be okay if they reach out to you maybe 
through our Walter center success network or LinkedIn or something like that?  
 
E: Yeah, either of that would be great. 
 
M: Perfect. Awesome. Well, thank you so much. It was great. I'm learning a little more about you 
and hearing your story.  
 
E:Thank you for having me.  
 
M: All right. And thanks everyone for listening to another episode of all careers considered and 
we'll see you next time. 
 


