
Applying to Law School 

Timeline 
 

Here are some recommended timelines and factors to consider for students who are 

preparing to apply to law school: 

 

For students who are applying Early Decision (ED):  

 
For students who are not applying Early Decision:  

 There is no “right” timeline. Your timeline should be based on your own circumstances 

 

 It is recommended that students start preparing to apply to law school at least one year prior to when 

they want to go 

 

 How long is it going to take you study for the LSAT? (one year vs three months) 

 

 Consider how heavy or how flexible your academic load is for spring quarter. If you want to apply ED, it is 

recommended you start studying for the LSAT during spring quarter 
 

 Please note that LSAT test dates vary year to year. Plan your timeline accordingly to these dates and to 

register in a timely manner 

 

 Ask yourself if you would you benefit from studying for the LSAT during the summer when you have more 

time and less things to juggle? 

 

 Is there a school you want to apply early decision to? Remember, early decision admissions are binding  

 



Example of Common Timeline for students who want to start law school after they graduate : 
 

 

 

 

 

Your Timeline: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Start Law School 

2019 

2020 August/September 2020 

Graduate UW! 

June 2020 

Prepare 

July-August  


