Beacon Student Success Fellowship (BSSF)
Frequently Asked Questions
(1) Who is eligible? You must be enrolled as a part-time or full-time undergraduate student returning in the upcoming fall semester. You must be in good academic standing (2.0 or above cumulative GPA).
(2) What summer experiential learning opportunities are eligible for BSSF funding? Unpaid or underfunded internships, volunteer experiences, study abroad, faculty-supervised research projects, and other forms of experiential learning are eligible. Regular summer courses with no experiential component are not eligible.
(3) How will applicants be evaluated? You will be evaluated on the quality, clarity, and thoughtfulness of your application. Examples will include your ability to reflect and align your learning during your experience to the National Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE) eight (8) career readiness competencies. More detailed criteria for how you will be evaluated in your responses will be provided when you Submit your Experience via Handshake.
(4) Do I have to secure my experience prior to applying to BSSF? No, but you must be in the application process for an eligible summer experience to complete the BSSF application. Typically, the deadline for BSSF applications occurs before some programs provide confirmation of acceptance into the program. However, you must provide verification of your acceptance into the summer experience to receive the award.
(5) When will students be notified that they have been selected? You will be notified by mid-May.
(6) Will selected students have to provide verification of their summer experience before receiving an award? Yes, students will need to provide verification before receiving an award. Refer to the BSSF Submit an Experience: How-to Guide for more detailed instructions on the application and the information you will need to verify your experience.
(7) What if my experience changes? If your experience changes before the BSSF deadline, you may update your online application by resubmitting your eligibility application and submitting your experience via Handshake. If your experience changes after the deadline, please contact Alejandro Taíkaniki as soon as possible at alejandro.taikaniki@umb.edu as a change in your experience may impact eligibility for the award. 
(8) What if I no longer need the funding? You should email Alejandro Taíkaniki at alejandro.taikaniki@umb.edu “BSSF Funding Request–Withdrawn”. List your name, the experience, and briefly state why you no longer need funding.
(9) If selected, when will the BSSF Funds be transferred to my students account and will the BSSF impact my financial aid package? The BSSF Award may have an impact on your financial aid package. Moreover, when it is transferred to your account may depend on your financial aid package, along with other financial factors that impact you uniquely. Please refer to the BSSF Financial Aid Impact documents to learn more. Additional inquiries may also be made to the Financial Aid office via email to finaid@umb.edu with “Beacon Students Success Fellowship” in the subject line. 
(10) Is there a checklist for BSSF to help me stay on track? Yes! Please see our BSSF Deadlines & Checklist document to help stay on track. Please also visit our BSSF webpage for more information. for more detailed information on requirements.
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