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Curriculum Guide

1ST YEAR

Start foundation courses in
Science and Math while
developing writing skills and
seeing what the major holds for
you in World Food Crops.

The Agronomy Club offers
opportunities to participate in
contests and regional
conventions as well as develop
leadership skills.

Explore NDSU Clubs aligned with
career direction.

Attend Agronomy Club
presentations from local business
representatives.

Start developing a professional
network by trying out different
NDSU Clubs and Organizations

Explore self, including
personality, strengths, interests,
and skills.

Explore connections between
Crop and Weed Sciences, careers,
and your place in society.

Investigate program or career
options. Go to orientation
sessions, visit with your CWS
advisor, visit with the Career &

Advising Center, and attend
Career Fairs during the year.

2\D YEAR

Finish foundation courses in
Sciences, crop production, and
related agricultural disciplines.
Discuss interest areas with advisor
for possible minor(s).

Create an account in Handshake
and consider an on- or off-campus
job to expand experience.

Credit can be received through Field

Experience PLSC 496 taken in
conjunction with your
career-related summer job.

Begin networking with
professionals in targeted field.

Join a targeted professional
association/club/organization such
as Amer. Soc. of Agron., Crop Sci.
Soc. of Amer., or Weed Sci. Soc. of
Amer.

Volunteer with a community
organization to strengthen civic
responsibility.

Conduct internship/job search for
a new experience.

Develop a 20 second elevator pitch
on what excites you about
agriculture.

Develop a long list of references
with different purposes in mind.

MAJOR

3RD YEAR

Finalize plan with advisor to
complete course requirements.
Finish remaining General
Education Requirements. Submit
degree audit request during fall
semester.

Stay during the summer as an
assistant to a faculty member to
learn more about agricultural
research and Graduate School
opportunities.

INTERNSHIP

Do some targeted networking
with alumni working in careers of
interest.

Consider a leadership position in
a local association or
organization.

Build your intercultural
competence by getting involved
with other cultures, learn about
agriculture in other countries,
and improving your
communication skills.

CONSIDER A SUMMER JOB OR

Begin to streamline your career
focus area. Research education
and experience requirements for
careers of interest. If needed,
prepare to take the graduate
record exam (GRE).

MAP

4™ OR FINAL YEAR

> =

Confirm requirements met with
advisor and submit substitution
form if necessary.

In first week of final semester,
submit application for
Undergraduate Degree.

Investigate requirements for
full-time jobs or other opportunities
related to careers of interest.

Assess experiences you are lacking
and fill in gaps with volunteering or
club activities.

> 4

Connect with people who can help
you materialize post-graduation
plan.

Consult with advisors about
positions with good personal fit

Pursue position types that fit your
career goals and current
background.

>

Solidify post-graduation plan and

apply for jobs or graduate school.
Help is available from the Career &
Advising Center with job searching,
resumes, letters, interviews, grad
school apps, etc.

Where could | go after
graduation?

Independent
agronomist/crop consultant
commercial applicator
farmer/grower/producer
lawn care professional

Business/Corporate
cooperative services
product sales
technical support
field biologist
claims investigator/adjustor
crop production estimator
product development
railroad applicator
land reclamation specialist

Government
State Department of Ag
NRCS officer
Forestry land manager
BLM officer
county weed officer
DOT roadside applicator
Peace Corps

Academic
Graduate School candidate
research assistant/associate
technician
Extension Service personnel

Nonprofit Farming Support

*Some careers may require additional
training
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https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/plantsciences/undergraduate/crop-weed/faculty
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/plantsciences/undergraduate/crop-weed/faculty
https://career-advising.ndsu.edu/
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https://career.ndsu.edu/front-page/12980-2/
https://www.ndsu.edu/gradschool
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