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This course selection guide is for the following program: Undeclared (Liberal Arts) 

 

 

 Information on course selection/requirements Course 

First Year 
Seminar 
Requirement 

All incoming freshmen will complete this requirement by 
taking either FYS 101 or an alternative University 
Curriculum course (your summer advisor will help you 
determine which courses will satisfy this requirement). 

FYS101 or University 
Curriculum course 

English Please refer to your English placement exam summary. EN101 or EN101I 

Math Unless you are interested in exploring math as a major, 
you should not take math in your first semester. 
However, take the online math placement exam now no 
matter what.  

None 
 

CAS110 All incoming undeclared students should register for 
CAS110, a one-credit course designed to help you 
explore your interests and the goals of a liberal 
education. 

CAS110 

Exploration For your remaining courses, select courses in a variety of 
disciplines as you begin exploring your academic 
interests.  Some suggestions: 

• Take one course in a discipline you’re 
considering for your major (if you are leaning in 
a particular direction);  

• Take a course in sociology (SO101), anthropology 
(AN101), or political science (PO101); 

• Take a course in history (HS131, HS132, HS111, 
or HS112) or philosophy (PL101) 

3 Courses 
 
Please search the University 
Catalog for courses. 

PLEASE NOTE: All students will register for the courses listed above unless otherwise notified by their 

school or department. 

 

TOTAL FALL 2020 CREDITS: 16 CREDITS 

 

As a student who has not yet declared a major, you should focus your first semester on taking classes 
that help you to explore what it means for you to be a well-educated person; you may also see this as a 
chance to begin exploring possible “intellectual homes” while you pursue your education. 
 
Think about the subjects you’ve most enjoyed studying in high school:  Do you enjoy history?  The study 
of language?  Math? 
 
If you enjoyed social studies, consider taking a course in sociology, anthropology, political science, or 
legal studies. 
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Are you interested in ideas and how to use the exploration of ideas to make meaning?  Consider taking a 
philosophy class. 
 
If you enjoy the creative process, or enjoyed participating in theater or music organizations in high 
school, consider a class in art, music or drama. 
 
The important thing for you this semester is that you take a well-balanced course load that will be 
enjoyable to you, and will help you to explore your own interests as a successful and independent 
learner in the College of Arts & Sciences. 
  
Sciences  
You should NOT take a lab science in your first semester, however you can take a science course without 
a lab.  There are many classes designed for non-science majors you may enjoy.  Look for courses in BIO 
and CHE that are designated for non-science majors or courses in physical science (PHY & SCI) and 
biological anthropology (AN). 
 
(Note all students must take at least 1 lab science course in order to graduate, but this should not be 
done in your first semester.  If you have a particular interest in science courses, you may wish to join the 
Undeclared Sciences program; please contact an advisor about this.) 
 
Placement Tests 
English, math, and language placement assessments are now available.  These must be completed – 
even if you are expecting transfer or AP credit – at least 7 days prior to attending orientation in order 
to complete your fall registration.  For more information see QStart. 
 
Language Study 
The languages we offer are Spanish, French, German, Italian, Chinese, Japanese, Hebrew, and Arabic. 
 
All CAS students must complete or test out of the 102 level of a language.  A placement test is required 
if you studied French, German, Italian, or Spanish in high school and wish to study the language further.  
Your language placement result is then available in Student Planning; you will see which language course 
you place into. 
 
If you studied a language for three or more years in high school, and you received three or more grades 
in the B range or higher, you may not register for the 101 level of that language.  If you decide to take a 
new language, you should begin with a 101-level course.  Please contact CASDeans@qu.edu if Student 
Planning prevents you from enrolling in any modern language course that you believe is at the 
appropriate level for you.  You may have to wait a semester to get into the language of your choice.  
 
Course Descriptions can be found on the University website (https://www.qu.edu/student-
resources/course-finder.html) and through Student Planning from your myQ page. 
 
Advising 
You will soon be assigned a summer advisor, whose name you can find in Student Planning.  During the 
summer, you may contact your advisor if you have questions about your fall schedule, the registration 
process, or requirements for your major.  As a backup you can contact the College of Arts and Sciences 
Dean’s Office at CASDeans@qu.edu. 

mailto:CASDeans@qu.edu
https://www.qu.edu/student-resources/course-finder.html
https://www.qu.edu/student-resources/course-finder.html
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Once the fall semester begins, you will be assigned a faculty advisor.  In September please check Student 
Planning for your faculty advisor’s name. 
 
If you have decided you would like to pursue a different major, please phone the Admissions Office at 
(203) 582-8600. 
 
 


