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Beginning or advancing your career in business requires a strategic approach to ensure you gain experience and continue to develop your skill set. Below are a variety of ways to help you gain experience: 
 
General Resources for Business 
· Internships
· Handshake: As a WGU student, you have access to Handshake where many on-site and virtual internships are posted. 
· Search Engines: Business internships are posted on LinkedIn and Indeed as well as on other internship search engine websites such as: 
· Idealist.com
· Internshala.com
· Simplyhired.com
· USAJOBS
· Upkey.com
· Wayup.com

· Ask a Grad: Ask a Grad is a new tool for prospective students, current students, and WGU alumni, allowing you to ask alums questions about any career topic you have in mind. 
· Volunteer: Search for volunteer opportunities by skills  
· Forage Simulations: Simulations offered through Forage mimic the daily work for a company to help you further develop your skill set and offer you the opportunity to demonstrate your skills to an employer. These free, virtual opportunities can be found through Forage’s website with companies such as JPMorgan, Ford, Verizon, Mastercard, and more. 

Explore by Career Interest
Business Management & Leadership 
· Volunteer
· Red Cross in Supply Management (leadership and supply chain management opportunities among many, many more!) 
· American Logistics Aid Network or the Supply Chain Project. for additional supply chain management experience.  
· Leadership Development Programs: You’ll rotate between a variety of departments to learn about different areas of leadership. There are many more programs like this, as this is not an exhaustive list! 
· American Airlines  
· Amtrak 
· Bristol Myers Squibb 
· Disney 
· Dow 
· Glaxosmithkline 
· Johnson & Johnson 
· Loreal  
· Nestle  
· Parker 
· Stanley, Black & Decker 
· Western & Southern Financial Group 
Communications 
· List of organizations that offer internships for media, publishing, and communication.   
· Launch a website, podcast, YouTube channel, blog, vlog, your own website, or digital portfolio to showcase your work and abilities.   
· Volunteer at a non-profit to manage their multimedia, public relations, communication, social media outreach, and more!   
· Freelance in publishing, media, writing, proofreading, editing, and more through websites such as Upwork, Fiverr, or Freelancer. 
· Enter a writing contest for poetry, short stories, essays and novels. 

Finance  
· Volunteer with local non-profits and local boards to provide financial support or through these organizations.  
· Explore organizations that offer internships.   
· Complete a simulation with Forage to advance your finance skills or gain experience trading stocks in the Investopedia simulation.   
· Check out this tracker highlighting finance internship programs with application deadlines.   
· Volunteer internationally with Bankers without Borders. 

Government & Public Admin  
· Discover a list of organizations that offer internships in government, law, advocacy, and nonprofits.   
· Get involved with local politics by attending city council meetings, working on a campaign, joining a board or commission, becoming a poll worker for elections, or supporting a local political party.  
· Volunteer for your local government, United Nations organization,  AmeriCorps, or volunteer.gov.   
· Shadow an elected official or legislative aide.  
· Find administrative assistant positions in government offices through your city or state’s website, or participate in research for a think tank.   
· Complete a simulation with Forage to gain skills in government and public policy. 
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· Check out potential internship programs at these organizations for medical equipment and healthcare.  
· Volunteer at a hospital, clinic, assisted living facility, local health fairs, or the following organizations:   
· American Red Cross  
· Doctors Without Borders  
· Emergency Medical Technician  
· HealthCare Volunteer  
· Hospice Foundation,  
· National Association of Free & Charitable Clinics   
· Points of Light  
· Project Hope  
· St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital  
· United Way  
· U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs: Student Volunteer Program   
 
· Leadership Development Programs: You’ll rotate between a variety of departments to learn about different areas of leadership. There are many more programs like this as this is not an exhaustive list! 
· Abbott 
· Cardinal Health   

Hospitality & Tourism  
· Gain experience with an internship through these organizations or Hospitality Internships.  
· Find a hospitality apprenticeship.   
· Volunteer with non-profit organizations to support event planning.    
· Discover internships abroad in Hospitality & Tourism with Intern Abroad HQ, Maximo Nivel, and The Intern Group (virtual internships available).   
· Utilize social media, blog, or vlog to share your travel experiences to demonstrate your knowledge of and experience in the hospitality and tourism industry.  
· Volunteer with:   
· Peace Corps  
· Museum docent   
· State & City Visitor Centers   
· State Parks 
 
Information Technology Management 
· Check out this document that has information on internships, apprenticeships, volunteer opportunities and more to gain experience specifically for tech.  
· Explore IT internships with these organizations.  
· Freelance to gain experience or create projects to demonstrate experience through sites such as Fiverr, Freelancer, or Upwork. 
· Volunteer through opportunities here. 

Law & Policy  
· Discover a variety of organizations that offer legal and advocacy internships.  
· Volunteer with the American Bar Association to gain legal experience.  
· Shadow an attorney or policy professional in advocacy, government relations, nonprofits, regulatory agencies, public relations, urban and regional planners, communication, etc.   
· Volunteer with legal aid clinics or advocacy groups related to your area of interest or through this volunteer search engine for justice and legal services opportunities.  
· Complete a simulation with Forage to develop your skills in law.   

Marketing 
· Gain experience by completing an internship from these organizations.  
· Volunteer with non-profits and other organizations to support their marketing needs.   
· Freelance through websites such as Upwork, Fiverr, or Freelancer.  
· Launch a website, podcast, YouTube channel, your own website, blog, vlog, or digital portfolio to showcase your marketing abilities.  
· Create marketing materials for nonprofits, small businesses, your professional network, friends, and family to add to your portfolio.   
· Design a mock social media marketing campaign for your portfolio to showcase your abilities.   
· Complete a simulation with Forage to develop your marketing skills.   

Operations & Logistics  
· Discover internship opportunities in logistics with these organizations or through WayUp.  
· Find freelance logistics opportunities on Upwork.  
· Volunteer remotely with the Red Cross in Supply Management or other disaster relief nonprofit organizations that require support with supply chain management and logistics. 
· Gain experience volunteering with the American Logistics Aid Network or the Supply Chain Project.   
· Identify nonprofit organizations or small businesses that need support with logistic operations, data entry, project management, inventory, warehouse management, and quality assurance to help you develop essential skills for these industries.   

Training & HR: 
· Identify opportunities to develop and lead a training in your current role.  
· Offer to train or mentor new hires during their onboarding process.   
· Job shadow with a trainer.   
· Many volunteer organizations need assistance training their volunteers. Check out local non-profits to inquire whether training opportunities are available.   

Check out WGU Career & Professional Development’s EL resources for additional ways to gain experience. 
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