	
	
	



School of Technology: Ways to Gain Experience 

Beginning or advancing your career in technology requires a strategic approach to ensure you gain experience and continue to develop your skill set. Employers seek candidates that possess and can demonstrate certain skills required for the role. Regardless of how you develop your skill set or gain experience, acquiring the necessary skills and experience is essential for your success in excelling in your career. Below are a variety of ways to help you gain experience: 
 
Internships 

Internships are an excellent opportunity to gain experience and further develop your skill set. During your internship, you can network with other professionals in the tech industry. Here are websites and search engines to help you identify opportunities:

· Handshake: As a WGU student, you have access to Handshake where many on-site and virtual internships are posted. 

· Search Engines: Tech internships are posted on LinkedIn and Indeed as well as on other internship search engine websites such as: 
· Idealist.com
· Internshala.com
· Simplyhired.com
· USAJOBS
· Wayup.com

· Check out WGU Career & Professional Development’s internship resources for additional ways to find internships. 

Apprenticeships 

Apprenticeships allow you to gain experience and skills in a specific tech sector so that you can transition into a full-time role. These opportunities can be 1 to 6 years in duration and are typically paid. Below are some tech apprenticeship opportunities: 
· Accenture Apprenticeships
· Airbnb Connect Engineering Apprenticeships
· Apprenti
· Apprenticeships.gov 
· Boeing Apprenticeships
· Google Apprenticeships
· JPMorgan Apprenticeships
· LinkedIn REACH
· Microsoft Leap
· Snap Up Apprenticeships
· Twilio Hatch Apprenticeships
· Woz Apprenticeships
 

Simulations with Forage

Simulations offered through Forage mimic the daily work for a company to help you further develop your skill set and offer you the opportunity to demonstrate your skills to an employer. These free, virtual opportunities can be found through Forage’s website with companies such as JPMorgan, Ford, Verizon, Mastercard, and more. 
· Forage Simulations

Games & Hackathons

Games and hackathons provide a fun way to further develop your skill set in a low-risk environment. WGU offers a cybersecurity jobs guide to further support in your academic and career development.  This website gives an overview of all available certificates for cybersecurity. 

Cybersecurity Challenges & Games:
· Cybersmart
· Department of Defense
· Department of Defense & Infrastructure Security Agency
· Google’s Interland
· Mindsumo
· Stack Overflow: Tech Q&A Platform
· U.S. Military & Department of Defense  

Hackathons:
· Angelhack.com
· Challenge Rocket 
· Dev Post
· Hackathon.com
· Hackerearth.com
· HackerRank
· Major League Hacking
· Wazokucrow.com

Projects & GitHub 

Projects allow you to demonstrate your skill set and accomplishments to showcase to an employer. In addition to projects that you may complete in your academic courses, you can complete projects such as designing a website for a small business or volunteer organization to demonstrate your abilities. Building software, developing apps, or contributing to open-source projects can significantly bolster your portfolio. For more information about creating your portfolio to showcase your experience, check out this resource from WGU. 

Through Github, you can collaborate with other developers. LinkedIn offers best practices for using Github for career advancement. 
 
Gain Experience in Programming & Coding:

To gain additional experience and skills in computer science, programming and coding, the websites below offer you a variety of opportunities: 
· Code Academy
· Code Chef
· Coderbyte
· Code Wars
· Exercism
· Github
· Google Code
· Project Euler
· Sphere Online Judge
· The Odin Project
· Top Coder Challenges
· W3Schools

Gaining Experience in AI & Machine Learning

Below are opportunities to learn more and develop your skill set in AI and machine learning: 
· AI Village
· AI Stack Exchange
· Kaggle Learning Community & Competitions
 
General Resources for Technology 
 
· Alison.com: Free IT courses in networking & security, hardware, software development, game development, software tools, IT management, mobile apps, software engineering, data science, databases and core IT skills.  

· AWS: Access courses and certifications for AWS to expand your technical skill set. 

· Coursera: Coursera offers a variety of tech courses from companies and universities to help you expand your knowledge and further your technical skill set in areas such as software development, cybersecurity, AI, network security, web development, network design, and much more! 

· Harvard: Access courses from Harvard for computer science, programming, and data science. 

· Leetcode: Provides you with support for technical interviews with over 3,000 interview questions to help you prepare. 
 
· Microsoft Learn: Certifications and courses for Microsoft products and services.  

· Percipio: Access a range of training resources (books, courses, and videos on business, IT, well-being, certifications, production and collaboration, and digital skills) to bolster your professional growth.

· Udacity: Complete courses in business, data science, AI, programming and development, autonomous systems, and product management to help you reach your career goals. 

· Udemy: Variety of courses available for certification prep, cybersecurity, hardware, AI, operating systems, network & security. 

· WGU Professional Development Resources: Access free resources available to you as a student and alumni!

· WGU IT Certifications: View the IT industry certificates offered for each WGU technology degree program.
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