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Job Search Success “Boot Camp” 
for MBAs 

The approach… 

80/20 rule 

80% talking to real people / 20% applying online 

 

3 Step Process: 

Boost your brand 

Get your contacts  

Start talking 



Job Search Success “Boot Camp” for MBAs 

Career Quest   |   www.yourcareerquest.com  |  1-877-426-8548 

Step 1: Boost your brand… 

n  Know your Brand / Value Proposition 
§  Your skills 
§  Your attributes 
§  Your value 
§  What makes you unique 
§  Where you thrive 
§  How/where you can help 

n  Know your audience 
§  What they want/need 
§  What you have that matches it / the best solution to their need 

Step 1: Boost your brand… 

Resume: 

n  Off-campus, feel free to go to 2 pages 

n  Distinguish yourself, push your unique brand/value prop 

n  Page 1 – strong, open with Headline and Profile 

n  Emphasize your performance, results, scope 

n  Make it as professional and polished as you are 
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Step 1: Boost your brand… 

 

n  Great photo 

n  Headline – your brand statement 

n  Summary – first 170/365 characters important, tell your 
story, sell your brand/value proposition 

n  Education: showcase MBA, activities, relevant projects, etc. 

n  Skills, Endorsements, Volunteering, etc. 

Step 1: Boost your brand… 

No… Yes… 

2nd-year MBA Candidate seeking Investment Finance internship in 
New York City – international experience 

Finance & Quantitative Analysis | 4 years exper. | Financial models & 
probability analysis | Rice MBA Candidate 
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Step 1: Boost your brand… 

Summary: 

n  2000 characters (customize, don’t copy resume) 

n  Make it personal, conversational (1st person) but still 
professional…sound distinct, avoid clichés 

n  Short “chunks” of content (avoid long paragraphs) 

n  Pack with keywords 

Step 1: Boost your brand… 

Your Summary could include: 

n  A strong opening statement (first 170 and 363 characters) - your goals, the type 
of role you are targeting 

n  A brief career background / tell your story 

n  Something about your MBA  

n  Where you best fit in, what you enjoy, what you are known for  

n  Make it personal, conversational 

n  Use categories / headings (My Story, Education, What I’m Good At…) 

n  “Ideally suited to…” (gets keywords in there) 
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Step 2: Get your contacts… 

List and rank 40 potential companies: 

Company Alumni Motivation Postings 

ABC Beverage Y 2 1 

LMNOP Inc. N 5 3 

XYZ Tech.  Y 4 4 

Step 3: Start talking… 

3 ways to reach out: 

1.  Ask for their time, advice, expertise (eg. 15 mins) 

2.  Offer a tip, idea, improvement  

3.  Find a specific pain point or challenge, offer the solution 

Be brief! 

Don’t send a resume! 

Don’t ask for a job! 
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Other guerilla tactics… 

n  Create and post a video bio (LinkedIn, YouTube, email sig.) 

n  Create a website (yourname.com) 

n  Read business section for company activity 

n  Go to an industry meeting and work the outside table 

n  Post articles, SlideShare, etc. 

n  Offer to volunteer 

 

Final thoughts… 

n  Be deliberate, be strategic 

n  Know your brand, know your audience, make the 
connection 

n  Get active, get talking, help them learn to love you 

 


